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ABSTRACT. - The history of the BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM (also known 
as the BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM), now published as THE RAFFLES 
BULLETIN OF ZOOLOGY, is briefly reviewed, and the dates of publication of all the parts, 
numbers and volumes are listed. The journal, first started in 1928, is now in its 65th year and 
has published almost 500 papers, mainly on Southeast Asian and especially Malayan zoology. 
The complete bibliography is presented in Volume and Year, Subject, and Author indices. 


INTRODUCTION 

In September 1928, the Raffles Museum published the first issue of the BULLETIN OF 
THE RAFFLES MUSEUM, a journal dedicated mainly to the study of zoology and natural 
history of Malaya. Although undergoing several changes in name, the journal has nevertheless 
persisted over the last 65 years through many turbulent changes, including the dissolution of 
the museum as a zoological institute. 

The director of the Raffles Museum made the following comments when the journal was 
first published in 1928: “Hitherto the Museum had had no publication of its own and until 
recent years the want of one was perhaps not felt. But of late the output of papers prepared by 
the staff and by others on its collections has increased considerably: and, although the 
Museum has been able gratefully to avail itself of the hospitality offered by a number of 
Societies and Institutions which have placed space in their publications at its disposal, yet, 
welcome as this hospitality - which is one that is hoped still to make use of occasionally - has 
been, it nevertheless suffered from two drawbacks. The one was a lack of promptness in 
publication: the other drawback was that the Raffles Museum was without a means to make 
some return to the numerous Museums, Institutions and Societies which present it with their 
publications. The Bulletin will be published as material is available; each number will be 
complete in itself and will have its own pagination: but it is intended whenever sufficient 
numbers to form a volume a reasonable size have been produced to issue a title-page, table of 
contents and index.” (Boden Kloss, 1929: 3) 
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Boden Kloss’ rationale for a journal on Malayan zoology remains true to this day. Over the 
last 65 years, the BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM has changed its title and format 
many times, reflecting the political changes which have occured in Singapore. With the 
independence of Malaysia (and for a short time, the state of Singapore), and subsequent 
independence of Singapore as a separate nation, the name of the museum, and the journal, have 
also changed. In 1970, the now renamed National Museum of Singapore decided on a drastic 
policy change, and the museum now directed its energies towards Art, History and Ethnology 
(Alfred, 1988; Liu, 1988). The large zoological collections, after a period of uncertainty, were 
eventually transferred to the then University of Singapore in 1972. This became the Zoologi¬ 
cal Reference Collection (see Sharma, 1988; Yang, 1988, 1990). With the merger of the 
University of Singapore and Nanyang University into a national university in 1980, the 
Zoological Reference Collection eventually became part of the Department of Zoology, 
National University of Singapore (see Yang, 1990). 

With the exception of two gaps (one during the war years, and another during the zoological 
collection’s transition years of 1972-1988), the journal has been regularly published, and 
almost 500 papers on various aspects of Southeast Asian zoology have been disseminated. It 
was thus felt that the time was appropriate to provide a short review of the journal and a 
synopsis of its contents during its 65 years from 1928 to 1993. This bibliography, together with 
that of the Malayan Nature Journal (Kiew & Lyons, 1992), will provide a quick means of 
becoming familiar with the zoological literature in the region, particularly Malaya. 

The various titles of the journal (henceforth referred to as the BULLETIN) will be listed. 
The dates of publication and changes in format of the BULLETIN will be listed and discussed, 
and several discrepancies explained. Finally, all the papers published in the BULLETIN 
between 1928 and 1993 will be bibliographically arranged in a three sections by issue, topic 
and author. 


TITLE OF THE BULLETIN 

The title of the BULLETIN has changed several times over the years. The names used, 
together with the recommended abbreviation (in parenthesis, in italics), are as follows: 

BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM, Singapore, Straits Settlements: 1928-1941 
(Bull. Raffles Mus., Singapore) 

BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM, Colony of Singapore: 1947, 1949, 1950, 
1952-1956. (Bull. Raffles Mus., Singapore) 

BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM, Singapore: 1949-1950 
(Bull. Raffles Mus., Singapore) 

BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM, State of Singapore: 1960-1961 
(Bull. Raffles Mus., Singapore) 

BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM, State of Singapore: 1961-1963 
(Bull. Natn. Mus., Singapore) 

BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM, Republic of Singapore: 1966 
(Bull. Natn. Mus., Singapore) 

BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM SINGAPORE: 1965-1970 
(Bull. Natn. Mus. Singapore) 

THE RAFFLES BULLETIN OF ZOOLOGY, Singapore: 1988-present 
(Raffles Bull. Zool., Singapore) 
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DATES OF PUBLICATION OF PARTS, NUMBERS AND VOLUMES 

Between 1928 and 1970, the BULLETIN was issued in numbers, with each number 
containing individual papers. In a few cases, the whole number constituted of only one paper 
(e.g. a monograph). As the aim was to publish papers as and when enough could be received 
to form a number, the numbers were not published annually or even biennially. In some cases 
(e.g. 1939), there were no numbers for a particular year, but in others (e.g. 1950) there were 
up to three numbers a year. In most cases, only the month and year of publication was 
indicated. In such cases, the day of publication should be regarded as the last day of the month 
as most of the numbers or volumes were available only then. Between 1965 and 1970 (as the 
BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM), each number was issued in separate parts, 
each with its own publication date. From 1988 onwards (as THE RAFFLES BULLETIN OF 
ZOOLOGY), the BULLETIN was issued as volumes, each with at least two numbers. Each 
number, with its own publication date, usually contains a number of received papers. The 
numbers of the BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM and BULLETIN OF THE 
NATIONAL MUSEUM are equivalent to the volume numbers of THE RAFFLES BULLETIN 
OF ZOOLOGY, with the numbers running consecutively. 

There are two discrepancies which should be noted (marked by asterisks (*) in the list 
below). Number 26 (pp. 5-203) was published in February 1961 but numbers 27, 28 and 29 
were published in October 1956, December 1956 and August 1960 respectively. That is, even 
though numbers 27-29 had dates of publications (1956-1960) preceding that of number 26 
(1961), the latter had a smaller publication number. Number 26 was originally sent to the 
printers for publication before numbers 27 to 29, but because a large paper it contained was 
suddenly pulled out, the number was held back and never printed on schedule. Meanwhile, the 
papers for numbers 27 and 28, under the editorship of Mr. Michael Tweedie, had already been 
cleared, sent to press and printed. The same was true of number 28, which was a monograph 
edited by Dr. Carl Gibson-Hill. It was during this time also that Tweedie retired, and Gibson- 
Hill was promoted to the directorship of the museum. The editorship for the troubled and still 
unprinted number 26 was eventually passed to the succeeding curator of zoology, Mr. Eric 
Alfred in 1957. After obtaining enough papers, number 26 was eventually published in 1961, 
six years behind schedule. The bound volume of the BULLETIN containing numbers 26 to 
29 in the museum contains a typed contents page which noted that “Chronologically No. 26 
follows No. 29 and was numbered 26 to fill the gap in the series”. The papers in number 26 
should thus remain dated as February 1961, although it was supposed to have been published 
in 1955. 

Because of the problems of time wasted in waiting to accumulate sufficient papers to justify 
one number, the BULLETIN changed its format for number 33. Instead of waiting for all the 
papers to accumulate, submitted papers were published as and when they were received. 
Number 33 eventually contained 16 parts, dating from March 1965 to 28 February 1967 (see 
list below). During this period however, a good number of papers were received as a result of 
an expedition to the islands of Pulau Tioman and Pulau Tulai off eastern Malaysia. Although 
number 33 was not yet complete at the time, the editors had an additional complete volume 
(number 34) published in March 1966 to report specifically on the expedition’s findings. 
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DATES OF PUBLICATION 

BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM, Singapore, Straits Settlements 

No, 1. Pp. i, 1-44 + pi. I-II. Published September 1928 

No. 2. Pp. 1-146 + pi. I. Published July 1929 

No. 3. Pp. i-xviii, 1-138. Published April 1930 

No. 4. Pp. 1-124. Published December 1930 

No. 5. Pp. 1-121 + pi. I-VIII + map. Published August 1931 

No. 6. Pp. 1-154 + pi. I-II. Published December 1931 

No. 7. Pp. 1-193 + pi. I-VII. Published December 1932 

No. 8. Pp. 5-198 + pi. I-VI. Published December 1933 

No. 9. Pp. 5-100 + pi. I-V. Published December 1934 

No. 10. Pp. 5-100 + pi. I-VII. Published October 1935 

No. 11. Pp. i -xx, 1-389. Published December 1935 

No. 12. Pp. 5-217 + pi. I-XXI. Published May 1936 

No. 13. Pp. 5-270 + pi. I-XXIV. Published August 1937 

No. 14. Pp. 5-222 + pi. I-XXIX. Published September 1938 

No. 15. Pp. iii-xx, 1-209. Published April 1940 

No. 16. Pp. 5-133 + pi. I-XXXIII. Published 1 July 1940 

No. 17. Pp. 5-64. Published 30 September 1941 

BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM, Colony of Singapore 
No. 18. Pp. 5-183 + pi. I-VII. Published October 1947 
No. 19. Pp. 5-215 + pi. I-III. Published January 1949 

BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM, Singapore 
No. 20. Pp. 3-299. Published September 1949 

BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM, Colony of Singapore 
No. 21. Pp. 5-204. Published January 1950 

BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM, Singapore 
No. 22. Pp. 7-298 + pi. 1-19. Published April 1950 

BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM, Colony of Singapore 
No. 23. Pp. 5-346 + pi. 1-10. Published December 1950 
No. 24. Pp. 5-380. Published August 1952 
No. 25. Pp. 5-213. Published December 1954 

BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM, State of Singapore 
No. 26. Pp. 5-203. Published February 1961 * 

BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM, Colony of Singapore 
No. 27. Pp. 5-191. Published October 1956 
No. 28. Pp. 5-119. Published December 1956 

BULLETIN OF THE RAFFLES MUSEUM, State of Singapore 
No. 29. Pp. 5-112. Published August 1960 
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BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM, State of Singapore 

No. 30. Pp. 5-105. Published December 1961 

No. 31. Pp. 5-129 + pi. 1-23. Published September 1962 

No. 32. Pp. 5-166 + pi. 1-4. Published December 1963 

BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM, Republic of Singapore 
No. 34. Pp. 1-158. Published March 1966 * 

BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM SINGAPORE 

No. 33 Part 1. Pp. 1-5. Published 1 March 1965 

No. 33 Part 2. Pp. 7-11. Published 16 April 1965 

No. 33 Part 3. Pp. 13-21. Published 31 May 1965 

No. 33 Part 4. Pp. 23-26. Published 21 June 1965 

No. 33 Part 5. Pp. 27-30. Published 24 July 1965 

No. 33 Part 6. Pp. 31-34. Published 23 August 1965 

No. 33 Part 7. Pp. 35-56. Published 30 November 1965 

No. 33 Part 8. Pp. 59-63. Published 31 March 1966 

No. 33 Part 9. Pp. 65-68. Published 15 April 1966 

No. 33 Part 10. Pp. 69-76. Published 30 June 1966 

No. 33 Part 11. Pp. 77-81. Published 30 December 1966 

No. 33 Part 12. Pp. 83-90. Published 30 December 1966 

No. 33 Part 13. Pp. 91-93. Published 31 January 1967 

No. 33 Part 14. Pp. 95-99. Published 31 January 1967 

No. 33 Part 15. Pp. 101-105. Published 28 February 1967 

No. 33 Part 16. Pp. 107-110. Published 28 February 1967 

No. 35. Part 1. Pp. 1-44. Published 31 July 1970 

THE RAFFLES BULLETIN OF ZOOLOGY, Singapore 
Vol. 36 No. 1. Pp. 1-166. Published July 1988 
Vol. 36 No. 2. Pp. 167-300. Published October 1988 
Vol. 37 Nos. 1 & 2. Pp. 1-174. Published December 1989 
Vol. 38 No. 1. Pp. 1-116. Published July 1990 
Vol. 38 No. 2. Pp. 117-275. Published October 1990 
Vol. 39 No. 1. Pp. i-viii, 1-263. Published May 1991 
Vol. 39 No. 2. Pp. 265-384. Published 20 November 1991 
Vol. 40 No. 1. Pp. 1-147. Published June 1992 
Vol. 40 No. 2. Pp. 149-288. Published 31 December 1992 
Vol. 41 No. 1. Pp. 1-167. Published 12 July 1993 
Vol. 41 No. 2. Pp. 169-364. Published 31 December 1993 


HOW TO USE THE BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A total of 496 articles have been published in the Raffles Bulletin of Zoology and its pred¬ 
ecessors, the Bulletin of the Raffles Museum and the Bulletin of the National Museum,over the 
past 65 years. All these articles are listed in this bibliography, in each of three sections which 
appear in the following order: the Volume and Year Index, the Subject Index and the Author 
Index. The citations provided in each section is complete and no cross referencing is neccessary. 
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Throughout the bibliography, the three names of the journal are abbreviated as follows: 

BRM : Bulletin of the Raffles Museum 

BNM : Bulletin of the National Museum 

RBZ : The Raffles Bulletin of Zoology 

The first section, the Volume and Year Index, lists articles chronologically. The papers 
published in that volume are listed below, in the original order in which they appeared. These 
citations provide the names of the author(s), title and the page numbers only. The only exception 
is BNM No. 33 which consists of 16 parts over the years 1965 to 1967. The citation for this 
particular issue includes the year and part number as well. 

The second section, the Subject Index, groups articles based on the topic addressed. Some 
citations were relevant to more than one heading, and are thus repeated in the index accordingly. 
Under each heading, the articles are first arranged alphabetically, and then chronologically. 

The Author Index is an alphabetical listing of all articles by author. Papers by the same 
author are chronologically sorted. Second and third authors are included, but the reader is 
referred to the senior author for the complete citation. 
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BODEN-KLOSS, C. Introduction. Pp. 2-4. 
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NO. 2,1929 (BRM) 
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I. 
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SMEDLEY, N. Malaysian King-Crabs. Pp. 73-78. 

BODEN-KLOSS, C. Note. P.79. 
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